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Ali Baba was a woodcutter. He was from Persia, in 
the Middle East. 


One day he was at work in the woods when he saw 


forty men on forty black horses. They stopped near 


a huge rock. They had forty big, heavy, brown sacks 
on their backs. Ali Baba watched the men as they 
got off their horses. 





A tall man walked to the rock and said ‘Open Sesame.’ 


Ali Baba looked and looked again... Something 


amazing happened... the rock opened! Behind the 
rock was a Cave. The forty men went into the cave 
with their sacks. Later, when the men came out of the 
cave, they didn’t have their sacks. 


‘Close Sesame,’ said the tall man, and the rock closed! 








The forty men got on their horses and went away. Ali 
Baba went to the rock. ‘Open Sesame,’ he said. 

The rock opened... and inside the cave there were 
hundreds of sacks and wooden boxes. Ali Baba 
opened a sack and... it was full of diamonds! He 
opened another sack and... it was full of gold coins! 
He opened a box and... it was full of silver! He opened 
another box and... it was full of beautiful jewels! 
“These forty men are thieves,’ thought Ali. ‘I’m going 
to take some of these coins home for my wife!’ 

He put some gold coins into his bag and went out of 
the cave. ‘Close Sesame,’ he said. 


The rock closed and he went home. 
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Ali Baba’s wife, Nasreen, was in the kitchen. Ali 
Baba told her about the forty thieves and the 
treasure in the cave. 

‘This is wonderful news,’ said Nasreen. ‘Can we take 


more money and buy a new house and new clothes?’ 


‘Yes, but we mustn’t tell anyone,’ said Ali. ‘The forty 


thieves are very dangerous men.’ 








Ali’s brother, Cassim, was outside the kitchen. He 


opened the door. 

‘Tell me where the cave is!’ he shouted. ‘You must 
tell me or I’m going to go and look for it myself! 

‘No! Don’t do that!’ said Ali. ‘Go into the woods. 
There’s a huge rock near the big baobab tree. The 
rock opens when you say ‘Open Sesame’ and 


closes when you say ‘Close Sesame’. 








Cassim went to the rock. ‘Open Sesame,’ he said. 
He went into the cave and the rock closed. 

‘This is amazing,’ thought Cassim. ‘Gold, silver... 
beautiful jewels!’ He had three big sacks with him 
and filled them with gold and silver and jewels. He 
stood in front of the rock and said ‘Open Wheat’, 
but the rock didn’t open! He said ‘Open Corn,’ but 
the rock didn’t open! ‘Oh! What is the right word?’ 
he thought. 
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The next morning Cassim’s wife, Zhila, went to Ali Baba. 
‘Cassim didn’t come home last night! Do you know 


where he is?’ she asked. 

Ali told Zhila about the cave. ‘Please go to the cave! 
The thieves are dangerous men. They’Il kill him!’ she 
said. 





Ali went to the rock. It was closed but he heard a noise. 
‘Cassim, are you there?’ he said. 

‘Yes, yes... I’m here. Help me! I’m hurt.’ 

‘Open Sesame,’ said Ali Baba and the rock opened. 
Cassim was on the floor... he couldn’t walk! ‘The 
thieves said | must die but | didn’t die!’ he said. 

‘You didn’t die but you’re hurt! Let’s go home now and 
the doctor can come to the house later tonight.’ 





The next afternoon the thieves went back to the cave. 
‘He isn’t here!’ said the tall man. ‘We must-find him. 
He was hurt! We must find:the doctor who helped him!’ 


The tall man found the:doctor’s house. He was angry. 
‘Where’s the man you helped yesterday? Where’s his 
‘house?’ he asked: ie ny 


‘| don’t know,’ said the doctor. 


‘It was dark and | couldn’t see _ 


the road or the houses.’ 





The, doctor tock the tall man to Ali’s house later that 


night and the tall man painted a white cross on the'door 


~*Now.| know where Cassim and 
his,family live,’ he thought. 
‘They must all diet 
And I’ve got 


a plan!’ 
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That evening he went to Ali Baba’s house. ‘Good 


evening. I’m an oil merchant from India and I’m very 


tired,’ he said ‘Have you got a room where | can 
sleep and a place for my horses?’ 

‘Of course! Welcome to my home,’ said Alli. 

Zhila was in the kitchen with Nasreen. ‘That man 
isn’t Indian; he’s Persian,’ said Zhila. ‘| don’t like 


him. Let’s go and look at the pots on his horses.’ 





They went out of the house into the garden. There 
were lots of stars in the sky and everything was Nie18 
quiet. Suddenly they heard a Tae voice: “When are 
we going to kill erect and Ali Baba and their wives?’ 
‘When they’re asleep,’ said another voice. ° 
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The women looked at the pots on the’horses. 
Thirty-nine (ole) Manag garden... thirty-nine aaa in the 
pots, and one ete in the Lalo] U IS EE The Forty Thieves! 
‘Quickly!’ said Zhila. ‘Open the gate.’ 

Nasreen opened the gate. ‘Shoo,’ shoo, ‘go away! 
Shoo, shoo, gosaway!’ they shouted at the horses. 
The horses ran out of the garden. They ran and they 
ran and they ran. They ran into the desert and never 


came back. 
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The tall man went into the garden when everyone 
was sleeping. His horses weren’t there! His pots 
weren’t there! His men weren’t ‘there! He ran ‘out of 
the garden, he ran into the desert, but te couldn’t 
see his horses or his men. He ran and he ran and 
he ran and he never came back. 













In the morning Cassim and Ali Baba woke up early. 
and went into the garden. ‘This is _very shenas: a 


i : 
aren’t here! Where are they?” ._ ! ei 
‘You men are very Silly,’ said Nasreen. ~~ 
“Yes, very. Silly,’ said-Zhila. ‘The oil merchant 





from India wasn’t an oil merchant from India.’ 





‘No,’ said Nasreen. ‘He was the leader 
OF the forty anieves! 






‘Where. are the. forty thieves now?’ said Cassim. 
(“They yan into the desert, and let’s hope they'll 
-frevéf come back!’ said Zhila. 


“Tomorrow you can go: and get the treasure and 
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we'll give some to everyone in the village!’ 
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‘The next day Géesnn and Ali’Baba went back-to sha 
rock with ten grey donkeys. ea 
‘Open Wheat,’ said Cassim. 
‘No, Silly! Don’t you remember? It’s not Wheat. It's= 


Sesame!’ said Ali Baba. 


‘Of course, “the word is ‘Sesame’! Open Sesame,’ ay 


said Cassim. 
The rock’ opened and key put all the wooden 


boxes and sacks ‘Of treasure on the donkeys: Then . vt 


they went back to the village and gave the treasure 
to the poor. villagers. fr 
“Thank you, Nasreen and Zhila’ said the villagers. 


*You’re very clever women!’ 








True or false? 


1 Tick (V) the boxes. 


9 
10 


There were 14 thieves. 


The boxes were full of diamonds 
and gold coins. 


Ali Baba’s wife was called Nasreen. 


Cassim said ‘Open Corn’ and the 
rock opened. 


Casim was hurt. He couldn’t walk. 


The doctor went to the house when 
it was dark. 


The tall man painted a yellow cross 
on the door. 


The oil merchant from India was 
the tall thief. 


The thieves were in the pots. 
The horses ran into the village. 


Make sentences 









































2 Take words from each column and make 
sentences about the pictures. 


Ali Baba —-ar- out of 
Nasreen and Zhila put the coins into 
Cassim went outot 
ThetorseS came into 
The tall man ran out of 
The forty thieves went out of 
The tall man went into 
Nasreen and Zhila came into 
Ali Baba went into 
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the garden 
the cave 
the garden 
the garden 
the house 
the cave 
his bag 
the cave 


the gardert 


Example: The horses ran out of the garden 
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Memory game 


3 Do you remember the story? Write the 
sentences in the correct order. 


The horses with the forty thieves ran into the 
desert and never came back. 

The thieves wanted to kill Cassim and Ali Baba 
and their wives. 

Ali Baba saw forty men as they went into a cave. 
Ali Baba’s brother Cassim went to the cave and 
and the thieves hurt him. 

Nasreen and Zhila heard the men in the pots as 
they talked. 

The two women opened the gate and the 
horses ran out of the garden. 

There were sacks of gold coins and diamonds 
and boxes of silver and jewels in the cave. 

The tall man bought thirty-nine pots at the 
market and the thieves hid in the pots. 
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4 Find the words in the baobab leaves. Write the 
words in the boxes under the tree. 





S Find these objects in the treasure chest. 


a silver bracelet mm a gold ring 
a gold horse = asilver cup 
adiamond ring = a silver coin and a gold coin 





Help Ali Baba find the treasure. 











Crossword 


7 Complete the crossword. 


Across 
dt THe. ae ...2 went to Ali Baba’s house when it 
was dark. : 
5 There were .......... in a sack 
S Tiheus-3... 02 ran into the desert. 
10) “Estis®: ...cte. and look at the pots on his 
horses.’ 


11 The horses ran out of the .......... ‘ 
12 The opposite of in. 


2  semucmanee is not the right word. 

3 The:tall man .......... out of the garden. 
4 The treasure was ina.......... . 

6 The horses ran into the .......... ; 

7 Nasreen opened the .......... 

8 

9 





































































































The forty thieves stopped near a .......... rock. 
Go away! 
2 3 
1 | TTY 
4 J | 
6 
5 | | i? 
8 9| | 
8 
10 11{ [Tf [| 
12 
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Picture Dictionary 





woodcutter : cave: 





thief 


(plural: thieves) : 


wife ar 


(plural: wives) = 


villagers : 


a 
of 






wooden box an 
: 29 


donkey : 














oi dS 


pot: 








oil :—> 


corn : A, 


wheat : YK 
sesame: me 


coins 


money : 


notes 


30 






silver 


gold 
treasure : 


jewels 
diamonds 


8. 
Se 


huge : 





dark : 


neat 
fill / filled : wie 


hear / heard : 







hide / hid : kill / killed : 





die / died 
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Ali Baba’s life changes on the day he sees forty thieves 
hiding their treasure in a secret cave and hears the thieves 
leader say the words ‘Open Sesame’ to get into the cave. 
But before Ali and his family can enjoy the riches Ali finds 
there are many dangers they have to face... 
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= Beautiful illustrations captivate the imagination and make 
understanding easy 

m Games and language activities after the story make 
practising English fun 

= A picture dictionary at the end of the book 
encourages vocabulary acquisition 

m An audio recording of the story in full is downloadable 
free of charge from the Black Cat website: 
www.blackcat-cideb.com 

= A playscript of the story is available on the website 
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